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Effect of Bee Venom Therapy on Interleulin =15 in Rats with Adjuvant -induced
Rheumatoid Arthritis
CHEN Ying XIAN Peifeng FENG Shulan et al

Abstract Objective To observe the effect of bee venom therapy on interleukin—-15(IL-15) in rats with
adjuvant-induced rheumatoid arthritis. Methods One hundred and twenty rats were equally randomized
into bee venom group hormone group model group and normal group. Except the normal group rats in
the other three groups were given Freund's complete adjuvant to induce rheumatoid arthritis. Bee venom
group was stung by the bees for 10 min on acupoints of Shenshu Zusanli Mingmen and Dazhui. After
treatment enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) was used for the detection of peripheral blood
IL-15 level. Results In comparison with normal group IL-15 was increased in model group bee venom
group and hormone group (P 0.05). After treatment IL-15 was decreased in bee venom group and
hormone group(P 0.05 compared with the model group) and bee venom group had higher IL-15 than
hormone group (P  0.05). Conclusion Bee venom therapy is effective for the treatment of
adjuvant-induced rheumatoid arthritis by decreasing IL-15 in rats.
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